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A young man was recruited by a haulage company. Before his first
journey, he was advised to take regular and long breaks as his journey
would take him into the early hours before reaching his destination. He
did as instructed and he found driving during the day a great joy. After
one particularly long break, he got back to his cab to find that darkness
had fallen. He switched on his lights to find that he could only see for a
few metres ahead. He stared into the darkness beyond, worried about
the fact that he could only see such a short distance.
He could have decided that perhaps, lorry driving wasn’t for him
after all – or he could have set off, realising that wherever he went, the
light would go with him and he would always see for at least a few
metres ahead.
It can be like that on our Christian journey. It’s fine when all is
sunny and bright, but sometimes we feel unable to see the way ahead,
it’s at times like that that we have to trust that wherever we go, the light
goes with us. We might only have enough light to see the next step, but
if we step out in faith, the Lord will guide us until we come to a brighter
path.
As we make our way through this unprecedented time, let us put
our journey in the hands of the Lord, trusting Him to shed light on the
way until we come to brighter days.
God bless

May Crossword answers.
ACROSS: 1, Stop. 3, Call upon. 9, Regular. 10, Octet. 11, Inner. 12,
Hudson. 14, Holy Communion. 17, Myself. 19, See to. 22, About. 23,
Iterate. 24, Monarchy. 25, Stet.
DOWN: 1, Straight. 2, Organ. 4, Abraham’s faith. 5, Lloyd. 6, Puteoli. 7,
Note. 8, Cleric. 13, Innocent. 15, Lay down. 16, Ussher. 18, Enter. 20,
Enact. 21, Balm.
2

3

4

5

6

7

20th June

Summer Solstice

Longest day of the year
June, of course is the month of the summer solstice, the month of the
Sun. Sol + stice come from two Latin words meaning ‘sun’ and ‘to stand
still’. As the days lengthen, the sun rises higher and higher until it seems
to stand still in the sky. The Summer Solstice results in the longest day
and the shortest night of the year. The Northern Hemisphere celebrates
in June, and the Southern Hemisphere celebrates in December.
While the Druids worship at Stonehenge and elsewhere, here are some
Christian alternatives that honour the Creator rather than the created.
A Canticle for Brother Sun
Praised be You, My Lord, in all Your creatures,
Especially Sir Brother Sun,
Who makes the day and enlightens us through You.
He is lovely and radiant and grand;
And he heralds You, his Most High Lord.
St Francis of Assisi
God in All
He inspires all,
He gives life to all,
He dominates all,
He supports all.
He lights the light of the sun.
He furnishes the light of the night.
He has made springs in dry land.
He is the God of heaven and earth,
of sea and rivers,
of sun, moon and stars,
of the lofty mountain and the lowly valley,
the God above heaven,
and in heaven,
and under heaven.
A prayer of St Patrick
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Not Bob Knowles’ Crossword

Across
1 See 23 Across
3 Where the thief on the cross was told he would be, with Jesus (Luke 23:43) (8)
8 Invalid (4)
9 Blasphemed (Ezekiel 36:20) (8)
11 Adhering to the letter of the law rather than its spirit (Philippians 3:6) (10)
14 Shut (Ecclesiastes 12:4) (6)
15 ‘This is how it will be with anyone who — up things for himself but is not rich towards God’
(Luke 12:21) (6)
17 Mary on Isis (anag.) (10)
20 Agreement (Hebrews 9:15) (8)
21 Native of, say, Bangkok (4)
22 Deaf fort (anag.) (5-3)
23 and 1 Across ‘The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of — to work it and
take — of it’ (Genesis 2:15) (4,4)
Down
1 Struggle between opposing forces (Habakkuk 1:3) (8)
2 James defined this as ‘looking after orphans and widows in their distress and keeping
oneself from being polluted by the world’ (James 1:27) (8)
4 ‘The one I kiss is the man; — him’ (Matthew 26:48) (6)
5 ‘Be joyful in hope, patient in — , faithful in prayer’ (Romans 12:12) (10)
6 St Columba’s burial place (4)
7 Swirling current of water (4)
10 Loyalty (Isaiah 19:18) (10)
12 ‘God was pleased through the foolishness of what was — , to save those who believe’ (1
Corinthians 1:21) (8)
13 Camp where the angel of the Lord slew 185,000 men one night (2 Kings 19:35) (8)
16 ‘There is still — — — Jonathan; he is crippled in both feet’(2 Samuel 9:3) (1,3,2)
18 David Livingstone was one (4)
19 Driver and Vehicle Licensing Authority (1,1,1,1)
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24th June John the Baptist,
Preparing the way for the Messiah
John the Baptist is famous for baptising Jesus, and for losing his
head to a woman. He was born to Zechariah, a Temple priest,
and Elizabeth, who was a cousin of Mary, the mother of Jesus.
John was born when his mother was advanced in years, and
after the foretelling of his birth and the choice of his name by an
angel, we hear nothing more of him until he began his mission
of preaching and baptising in the river Jordan c27.
John was a lot like an Old Testament prophet: he lived simply
on locusts and honey in the wilderness, and his message was
one of repentance and preparation for the coming of the
Messiah and His Kingdom. He went on to baptise Jesus, at
Jesus’ firm request. When John went on to denounce the
incestuous union of Herod Antipas with his niece and brother’s
wife, Herodias, he was imprisoned and eventually beheaded at
the demand of Salome, Herodias’ daughter.
John is the only saint to be remembered three times in the
Christian calendar, in commemoration of his conception, his
birth (June 24), and his martyrdom. When John saw Jesus he
said that Jesus was the “Lamb of God”, and he is the only
person to use this expression of Jesus. In art John is often
depicted carrying a lamb, or with a lamb near him.
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Contacts at St John
Parish Priest

Revd Lyn Woodall
lyn.woodall@gmail.com

620 5981

Associate Priest

Revd Major Paul Robinson CF
paul@nomoreproblems.co.uk

628 9019

Assistant Curate

Christine Steel

Wardens

Brian Saxon
John Atkinson

633 1389
915 2644

Administrator

Barbara Ballantyne
stjohnhey@gmail.com

626 3630

Pastoral Visiting

Ann Knowles

620 7813

Editor

David Green
david@demgreen.co.uk

652 1278

07962 576 457
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