St. John the Baptist, Hey March 2020
Receiving and Sharing the Love of God Everyday

Dear Friends
Hearing God’s call.
“Do you want to be involved formally or informally” asked the vicar when
I informed her that I wanted to be more active in the church. “Informally
of course” was my immediate reply. Little did I know back then that God
obviously had other ideas.
Last June I was ordained deacon in the Church of England and God
willing I will be priested in June of this year. How did that happen? Why
me? I ask myself this time and time again? In fact, when the Bishop’s
secretary rang to say that I had got through Bap i.e. The Bishop’s
Advisory Panel which is almost three days of continuous assessments, I
didn’t believe it. I rang her back to make sure she had got it right. As
the Bishop told me afterwards “he, meaning the bishop doesn’t make
that sort of mistake”.
Before I started to sense that God was maybe calling me to
ministry various things happened e.g. I met an ex work colleague whom
I had not seen for several years and she said “do you know I can really
see you as a vicar” I laughed and said don’t be so daft, that is ridiculous.
I went to New Wine which is a Christian festival and quite inadvertently
became involved in prayer ministry. I stood frozen to the spot when
asked to pray for someone. I didn’t know what to say. I did it, that is
what is important. I did it, even though I was totally out of my comfort
zone. I would sit in Church on a Sunday morning listening to the sermon
and thinking, how do you even begin to write a sermon? Then I would
chastise myself saying “why are you thinking like that, you’re never ever
going to have to write one!”

Over the next few years my faith became more and more important
to me. I began to pray more, read my bible more. I started attending
church more often than the usual Sunday morning service. I went to
bible study classes, became involved in leading quiet evenings once a
month. I found myself leading intercessions, reading in church and I
even gave a talk to the Ladies fellowship. I was absolutely terrified of
standing up and speaking in public. What was going on?
It was during these years that my faith was tested. The loss of a
very dear member of my family only served to increase my need for
God. In the past disappointment, anger, sadness had only served to pull
me away from Him. This time it was very different. I didn’t blame God. I
wanted to and needed to draw closer. Prayer and bible reading enabled
me to do this. It was so obvious to people around me and to others who
I met along the way that I had a vocation. God was calling me to be a
priest in the Church of England but I just did not see it or maybe I didn’t
want to see it or admit it. That is until I was asked a question to which I
had to give a prompt reply without thinking about it. I was asked “which
side of the Altar do you see yourself?” I immediately replied the other
side. The penny finally began to drop. Some of what had happened
began to make sense. I went to see the vocations advisor, a certain Lyn
Woodall.
Several years previous Lyn had met me at an open day for
Authorised Lay Ministers and then once when I attended Morning Prayer.
I didn’t know it at the time but Lyn has since told me she knew back
then that I had a calling.
I undertook the foundation for ministry course and had many
discussions with my vicar about God’s call on my life. This culminated in
going to Bap in June 2016 and the rest is history.
I am sure that there would have been other pointers from God
along the way that I missed. Are you missing the signs? What might
God be calling you to?

Rev’d Christine

God Incidents
In one of her books (I think it may have been “Listening to God”) Joyce
Huggett talks about “God incidents”. This is how she describes those
strange co-incidences that, on looking back, we see as part of God’s
plan. Let me give you some examples of strange coincidences involving
some of the clergy team here at St John the Baptist.
In 2008, a good friend and I trained together on the Spiritual
Directors’ course. The training took place in Manchester on weekday
mornings. As my friend led Morning Prayer at one of her churches, we
would meet there, I would join the prayers and then we would travel
together to Manchester. One morning someone attended Morning
Prayer and I had a strange feeling that she had a call to ordination. I
mentioned this to my friend and she replied that she wouldn’t be
surprised but that it was not the right time for Christine, she had so
much going on that took up a lot of her time and her thoughts.
In 2012, when I was Chaplain to the Rochdale ALMs, with the help
of some of the ALMs to whom I was Chaplain, I organised the first ALM
Roadshow. We presented the different forms of ministry that ALMs
cover and invited people to talk to us later if they felt a possible calling.
It was here that Christine came to speak to me, explaining a nagging
feeling which was clearly a sense of call. Although she would have made
a good ALM, I believe I told her that she should consider whether her
call was to ordination. I suspect that she left, still a little confused as to
what she should do. In 2014, David Sharples asked me to see someone
and write a report as to whether I felt they should further explore their
perceived call to ordained ministry – it was Christine, Christine Steel!

I

moved here in July 2018, within months I got a call from Nick Smeeton,
the new Director of Ordinands, asking if I would be willing to speak to
someone with a view to a possible Curacy here at St John’s. Guess
who?
Early in June 2017, Lee Longden, who I had met through my work
as a mentor, rang me to tell me that he was living in my parish and
needed me to read the banns as he was planning to get married. He
introduced me to Sally, his bride to be, when they came to complete the
necessary paperwork.

Late in 2017, the good friend that I spoke of earlier, was organising
a day of training for women in ordained ministry; it was about applying
for posts. My friend asked me to participate in the course. My response
was that I wasn’t looking for a new post, I was happy where I was and
would probably stay there until it was time for me to retire. My friend
urged me to take part as she had organised a special speaker and hadn’t
had many takers for the course. She asked if I would come along to
make up the numbers. On the day of the course we were split into twos
and threes to answer various questions. The first question was “Why did
you come here today?” I was paired up with the same Sally that I had
met once before, when completing the banns application.
I explained that I didn’t really know why I was there as I was
planning to stay where I was. Sally, with what I now know to be her
usual disarming discernment, said that I sounded fatalistic, just
accepting the status quo and being neither passionate nor adventurous.
While still feeling comfortable in Whitworth and Facit, in 2018, I was
asked by the Bishop and the Archdeacon to look at two posts; I looked
at just one, St John the Baptist, Hey. Whilst on retreat to discern
whether or not to apply for the post, I bought a set of ear muffs, they
came in a gift pack with a thermal mug – and on the mug were the
words, “Open your heart to new adventures”. The rest is history.
Who could have known that I would later be asked if I would take
Sally, with her uncanny knack of putting her finger right on the pulse, as
another clergy colleague? Poor Paul, once alone here, is now
surrounded by female clergy and clergy to be – but he doesn’t seem to
mind, perhaps it makes a change from the male dominated scenes in his
work as Army Chaplain. We are fortunate that God has brought together
such a team of clergy and lay ministers, and although some will
eventually move on, may God continue to cause his incidents to happen
among us.

Contacts at St John
Parish Priest

Revd Lyn Woodall
lyn.woodall@gmail.com

620 5981

Associate Priest

Revd Major Paul Robinson CF
paul@nomoreproblems.co.uk

628 9019

Assistant Curates

Sally Robinson
Christine Steel

Wardens

Brian Saxon
John Atkinson

633 1389
915 2644

Administrator

Barbara Ballantyne
stjohnhey@gmail.com

626 3630

Pastoral Visiting

Ann Knowles

620 7813

Editor

David Green
david@demgreen.co.uk

652 1278

12th
16th
20th
23rd
25th
28th
28th
30th
31st

07496 195 540
07962 576 457

Day by Day Scheme

Brenda’s birthday & her sad passing
Remembering Annie & John Wolfenden’s
wedding anniversary
In memory of Ann
Would have been Brenda Hall’s birthday
Wedding Anniversary - Steve & Olivia Cocker
Birthday memories of Grandad Len
Richard & Val’s wedding anniversary
Kerry & Mum’s Birthday
Geoff & Hazel’s Wedding Anniversary

The running costs of the church, which include the upkeep of the
buildings and grounds, light and heat and costs of the services,
amounted to £32,967 in 2019 – just over £90 a day.
Thank you to all those who are supporting the Day by Day Scheme
which is used towards these costs.
If you would like to help please speak to a warden or our administrator.

Bible Readings
1 Mar
First Sunday of Lent
Romans 5:12-19
Matthew 4:1-11
8 Mar
Second Sunday of Lent
Genesis 12:1-4a
John 3:1-17
15 Mar
Third Sunday of Lent
Exodus 17:1-7
John 4:5-42
22 Mar
Mothering Sunday
1 Samuel1:20-28
Luke2:33-35
29 Mar
Fifth Sunday of Lent
Ezekial 37:1-14
John 11:1-45
5 Apr
Palm Sunday
Matthew 21:1-11
Matthew 27:11-54

Diary Dates
March
1st Sun

2nd Mon
4th Wed

5th Thur
7th Sat
8th Sun

11th Wed
12th Thur
15th Sun

18th Wed

19th Thur
22nd Sun

25th Wed
26th Thur

First Sunday of Lent
8am
Holy Communion – Book of Common Prayer
9.30am Parish Communion
7.30pm Deanery Synod
10am
Holy Communion BCP
10.45am Coffee & Chat
11am
Holy Communion Oakdene
7pm
Come & Praise!
10am-1pm
‘What’s next?’
Second Sunday of Lent
8am
Holy Communion
9.30am Parish Communion
10am
Holy Communion
10.45am Coffee & Chat
7pm
Come & Praise!
Third Sunday of Lent
8am
Holy Communion
9.30am Parish Communion
10am
Holy Communion
10.45am Coffee & Chat
11am
Holy Communion Millfield
7pm
Come & Praise!
Mothering Sunday
8am
Holy Communion
9.30am Family Eucharist
10am
Holy Communion
10.45am Coffee & Chat
7pm
Come & Praise!

29th

Sun

April
1st Wed
2nd Thur

Fifth Sunday of Lent
8am
Holy Communion
9.30am Parish Communion
11am
APCM
2pm-4pm Afternoon tea with Jazz

10am
Holy Communion BCP
10.45am Coffee & Chat
11am
Holy Communion Oakdene

HOLY WEEK
5th Sun
8am
9.30am
6th Mon
7th Tues
8th Wed

7.30pm
7.30pm
10am
10.45am
11am
7.30pm

9th Thur
8 pm
10th Fri
9.30am
Noon
2 pm
11th Sat

Palm Sunday
Holy Communion – BCP
Parish Communion with
procession of Palms
Holy Communion with reflection
Holy Communion with reflection
Holy Communion
Coffee & Chat
Holy Communion Oakdene
Holy Communion with reflection
Maundy Thursday
Holy Communion
followed by a time of watching and waiting
Good Friday
Come to the Cross
Walk of Witness to Lees
Holy Communion

Easter Eve
7.30pm Easter Watch
8.45pm Resurrection Eucharist

12th Sun

Easter Day
8am
Holy Communion – said
9.30am Easter Communion

Street Prayers
March
Week

Street

2nd
9th
16th
23rd
30th

Railway View & Jackson Street
Station Street
Sloane Ave, Temple Close & Dyson Grove
St John Street & Bradley Fold
Rowlands Way & Sunfield Way

Prayers for these streets will be offered in Church on the Sundays shown
Any requests for specific prayers please ring the parish office 626 3630.
Let us witness to the presence of the church to all in Hey Parish

Baptisms
16th Feb Theodore Davenport-Herd
Son of Nicholas Herd and Danielle Davenport-Herd

1 March Dewi Sant (St David)

On 1st March Wales celebrates its patron saint, David – or, in Welsh,
Dewi or Dafydd. He is indisputably British, and is revered wherever
Welsh people have settled. As with most figures from the so-called ’Dark
Ages’ (he lived in the sixth century), reliable details about his life are
scarce, but there are enough for us to form a picture of a formidably
austere, disciplined and charismatic leader, who led the Church in Wales
through turbulent years and fought tenaciously for the faith.
It’s likely that he was strengthened in his ministry by time spent in
Ireland, where the Church was stronger and more confident. Early
records tell of a meeting of Irish church leaders with three ‘Britons’, as
they were described, among them ‘bishop David’. His mother, Non, is
also celebrated as a saint in Wales, where a number of churches are
dedicated in her name.
That he founded a monastery at Menevia, in Pembrokeshire, seems
beyond doubt. It later became the site of St David’s cathedral and the
settlement which is now the smallest city in the United Kingdom. From
Menevia David embarked on preaching and teaching missions across
Wales, and probably beyond. His eloquence was legendary.
At a famous Synod of the Church, held at a Carmarthenshire village
called Brefi, he preached passionately against the Arian heresy – indeed,
so passionately that he was (according to some accounts) immediately
named as archbishop of Wales. The village is now known as Llandewi
Brefi – brefi in Welsh is a hillock, and legend claims that it appeared
miraculously in order to provide the eloquent bishop with a pulpit.
His monks avoided wine and beer, drinking only water. Indeed, he
and they lived lives of rigorous austerity and constant prayer, in the
manner of the Desert Fathers of the Eastern Church. The date of David’s
death is disputed – either 589 or 601. It wasn’t until the twelfth century
that he was generally accepted as the patron saint of Wales, and
pilgrimages to St David’s were highly regarded in the following centuries
– including two made by English kings, William I and Henry II.
It’s traditional for Welsh people to wear daffodils on St David’s Day
(Gwyl Dewi Sant in Welsh) – but there seems no particular reason for it,
beyond the fact that they tend to make their early Spring appearance
round about his day – oh, and they look nice!
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CLUES
ACROSS
1. Digit (7)
8. Canyon (6)
9. Flightless seabird of the southern
hemisphere (7)
10. Purplish (5)
11. Every three months (9)
14. Collisions (5)
17. Reason for innocence (5)
18. Pyromania (5)
20. Dedicated and unwavering (9)
23. Pounce on suddenly (5)
24. Enthusiast (7)
25. Take in (6)
26. Retaliation (7)

DOWN
2. Beneficial (6)
3. Composer (5)
4. Of a kind (5)
5. Worm catcher (5,4)
6. Certificate (7)
7. Keeps the pot warm (3-4)
12. Conveyance (9)
13. Lift up (5)
15. Event organiser (7)
16. Embrace a cause (7)
19. Questioning (6)
21. On the ball (5)
22. Blaze (5)

Solution to February crossword. Across:1.Parchment,8.Bye,9.Stepladders,11.Express,12.Barge,13.
Verify,15.Depart,17.Steer,18.Itchier,20.Coincidence,22.One,23.Sanctuary. Down:2.Art,3.Halve,
4.Eldest,5.Tremble,6.Observation,7.Beefeater,10.Experienced,11.Eavesdrop,14.Ferries,16.Oilcan,
19.Cadet,21.Car.

www.st-john-hey.org
st-john-hey.blogspot.co.uk
www.facebook.com/stjohnshey

